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Calores autemfic inventi eandem habuerunt rationem 
inter fe cum caloribus per Thermometrum inventis& prop- 
terea rarefa&iones olei ipfius caloribus proportionates effe 
rede affumpfioius. 



VIII. An Account of Books* 
Profluvia V&titris '• or the Nature and Caujes of 
Loofenefjes plainly dif covered, their Symptom? 
and forts evidently fettled* the Maxims for Cu- 
ring *em fully demonftratedy and all illuftraied 
with the mofi remarkable Methods and Medians 
of all Ages ; and with jome Tragical Obfsrva- 
tions concluding every fort. By William Cock- 
burn, M, P. late ?h)fician of his Majefties 
Fleet, B, R, S- and of the Colledge of Phyftci* 
ans, London> 1701./88 

IN this Book, the Author enquires into the Nature and 
Cure of thofe Diftempers 5 and that he may the better 
avoid the perplexing number ot forts that are commonly 
found in Books of Phyfick, he has fuppos'd himfelt abfo- 
lutely ignorant of what has been faid formerly, and en- 
deavours to discover the moft general mark of Loofe- 
neffes$ and proceed, by that, to find as many more as 
may be ufeful to diftip'guifti them in proper forts, and 
that by marks taken from obfervation and the Stools them- 
felves. Thofe forts he gives proper names to, and thofe 
efpecially they have obtain'd among ancient Authors. 

In this method, he difcovers only the Diarrhaa, Lien- 
teria, Pajfio Caliaca and the Dyfenteria. Having fettled thefe 
alter this manner, he proceeds to difcover by his own 
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obfervation, and, the Jiiftboes of Medicin, the peculiar 
appearances that Precede, Attend and. that Succeed every 
one of thefe marks that corrftitute the fore 5 becatife thefe 
Foregoing, Attendirigznd Succeeding appearances make the 
whole difeafe. 

This being done,he does affert, that none of thefe forts 
can happen any other way, burbya more violent Periftal- 
tical motion of the Guts, a greater fluxility of Excrements; 
or a greater Quantity of the fame, or from all thofe caufes 
operating together, ^fhicb hedemontetesj and upon 
this general proportion, Jie proceeds to (how, that all the 
appearances that preceded a Dhrrhaa (With which he 
begins) doueceflarily produce thefe mentioned affe&ions 
in the Guts, and in that manner as to produce all thofe 
other appearances that attend it, and thereafter, that thefe 
attending appearances continuing , for fome time, muft 
needs bring along with them all that 'is obferved to follow 
upon it, and- generally In that order. 

Thofe things thus demonftrated, he gives a defoription 
of a Diarrhea, and after the fame^ manner that he dif- 
cufs'd the Diarrhea, does he ditcourfe of tile Lknteria 
and other forts. 

As he goes on demonftrating all thofe important truths 
from proved propofitions in Anahttiy % Ghybiifey, Mecba- 
■nlcks. and the do&r'm o£ Secretions $ he never-fails to 
note the wrong efteWiming of any newiort. as he has 
occafion to explain the appearance, whereon "hey found 
it, and where that particular miftake is. , "VhsFlnxtfs Hep. 
taticm may bean example of what he fays 5 for this difeafe 
is ftrli. -retained "among Phy'ficianSithough it takes its origi- 
nal from a manifeft error in Anatomy, and fuppofes that 
the Liver is the receptacle of the Chyle, and the Store- 
houfe of the Blood. Both which are falfe in fad. 

. Having thus demonftrated the Nature of thofe Difeafes, 
his hext inquiry is into the methods that have been ever 
taken to cure them, which he reduces into fo many max- 
ims 
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ims that he may difcou rfe the more clearly of them- And 
becaufe,. at firft fight, thofe maxims are not only, not of 
a*£k)i$*tKit doaffeft inveryoppofite ways; and yet daily 
obfervarion does pofidvely affirm that in lad people have 
been cured by thoi'e rrurthfcds, ai.d die very fame means 
have not only proved unfnccefsfui, bat have alfo been 
found to be tiOXions- 

Wheretciy or; Author after he has fettled thofe Max- 
ims irorn Antiquity and conftant Obfervation doe* deter- 
mine, by their natural a&ion, how far they are., hie to 
anfvvcr the fame of their curing thofe difeafes they have 
been recommended for. And fo their ufe and hurt are 
eafily to be difcOvered by fuchw cunderftand the Theo- 
ry of the Dileafes and Maxims. 

After all thefe, this Author gives us fome ofthebeft 
of the Simple and Compound Med'cines, that are recom- 
mended by Pbyficians in all Ages. Among the reft he 
gives clear hints about the Ipeaoacwna 5 which make its 
operation more manifeft than hitherto has been done 5 
while it has-been thought an abfolute fpecifick by the 
beft of Pbyficians, and no other ways to be accounted for. 
In all which is added, at the end of every fort, two or 
three notable Hiftories duly attefted 5 and thofe cures efpe- 
cially perform'd by a Medicin this Author thinks fit to 
conceal for fome time : tho he prefers it to any one yet 
pra&ifed. 
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a. Sanft rij Sanftorij de Static a Medic ina A- 
fhcrijmorum SeBiones Septem cum Commsntario 
Martini Lifter, Londini, Inlpenf. S. Smith 
isr ^Benj. Waiford , K.S, fypografh, 1 70 1 . in &°. 

'He Ingenious Author of thefe Aphorifms fpent 30 
__ years at Padua, upon J he ftudy of Infenfible Tran- 
fpiration, which (like a great Matter) he reduc'd to fhort 
Static Rules, by the help of a Chair placed in a Bal- 
lance. All thefe he has apply'd to the moft momentous 
parts of Health and Sicknefs, by a Principle much more 
fure than the faihionable way of Hypowejis. His Com- 
mentator deferves no lefs praife, having drawn on the fide 
of .each leaf his Notes, equal to the iext in all excellen- 
cies, if not above it, being affifted by more confiderable 
difcoveries in Anatomy and Philosophy. 

Galen was of opinion, that moft Indifpofitions pro- 
ceeded from a lefier or larger perfpiration than is requi- 
site ; which Doctrine is demonftrated by the undoubted 
Experiments of SanBorius&xA the obfervations of DrLi/kr, 
which may prove of Angular ufe to thole Students in 
Phyfick, who purfue Things rather than Notions, and 
know how to apply Weight, Meafure and Numbers, to 
all the parts of Life. 

At the end the Dr hath been pleas'd to give the Rea- 
der a Catalogue of all the Tracts and Papers published by 
himfelf, which 'tis to be wifh'd all other Authors would 
imitate, for the benefit of the Readers. 



